KSS and Vanier School Council Meeting Minutes
Tuesday October 21,2025 @ 6:30pm – KSS Library
Attendees: Darren Seymour, Chris Morrow, Rob Switzer, Stephanie Van Der Pryt, Christie Scales, Carissa Bird, Nicole Honderich, Sarah Thompson, Leanne Devlin, Laura McDiarmid, Jennifer Kehoe, Virginia Venditti, Hamon Kahan
Minute Taker: Christie Scales
1. Welcome
Stephanie welcomed everyone and started the meeting 

2. Land Acknowledgement
Darren shared the LDSB updated Lank Acknowledgement with the group. In addition, he explained the updated Board’s and school approach to include contextual components, education, and awareness of Truth and Reconciliation within Land Acknowledgements. Discussion regarding advocating to the Board that updating T&R training and policies is needed to move forward and maintain commitment to advancing efforts in this area. 

3. Introductions Round Table - – no new members were present, no introductions required.

4. Approval of Agenda – Agenda was approved as presented.

5. Approval of Previous Minutes 
Jennifer noted to include that Nov 8th is Indigenous Veterans Day. 
6. Student Representative Update: (Adrita Kar):
Adrita was not able to attend due to school and other commitments.

7. Teacher Representative Update:
Rob Switzer guided the group through an engaging Language Arts Treaty Exercise – Learning about Historical Beaded Treaty Documents. (i.e One Dish One Spoon Treaty) He highlighted several teaching modalities:
· Visual Thinking – Universal Design Thinking – Oral communication and engagement exercises
Chris Morrow provided the updates below:
· Interschool Council consists of 3 student trustees and student council leads this group advocates for student and school needs. This group was successful in implementing feminine hygiene products being available in bathrooms for students
· United Way Youth Unlimited program will be engaging with KSS students to fundraise for the UW campaign this year. UW has a corporate donor who will match 1:1 every dollar raised by the Youth Unlimited initiative. To kick off this initiative the group participated in a tour of UW supported agencies, Youth Diversion, Food Sharing Project and the Boys & Girls Club. School council will be promoting this exciting fundraising initiative. 

8. Principal’s Report
It has only been a few weeks since our last meeting, but much has happened. We have had several universities visit KSS, with more still to come. This is an important time of year for our Grade 12 students as they begin making timely choices and seeking information regarding their post-secondary plan. As always, our guidance team actively supports their journey. Be on the lookout for the Grade 12 update every Friday.
Our semester is in full stride with field trips and studies taking place and our fall sports in full swing for both Vanier and KSS. Today we held our KSS pep rally in the gym to celebrate and acknowledge our students and expose them to the various activities their peers have been involved in so far this semester. It was a very loud gym. Last week our grade 8 Vanier students participated in learning about the holocaust through a special presentation by Emil Sher. This was important learning with follow-up activities for classroom teachers.
We have much to look forward to as November approaches. As the weather starts to turn cold, things are really heating up at Vanier and KSS. From an educator perspective, we are looking forward to our System PA Day on November 14th. It is a rare event that allows us to gather together across our school system to share in learning together, so we are very excited for this day. We have teachers at both Vanier and KSS running workshops to share great things they are doing with others across the Limestone District School Board.
9. PIC Update – Virginia Venditti
· PRO Funding information has been sent out to schools – each school KSS and Vanier can apply for up to $500 to offer activities, resources, events etc to increase parent engagement in school – address/reduce barriers for engagement.  There will be three application deadlines for submissions- due dates are on the funding application forms. Three grant cycles will be offered. Visit PIC website to learn more
· PRO Funding Report from last year has been sent for approval – Darren has approved the report at the meeting.
· First PIC meeting will be held on October 23 – Chair Meeting on Oct 30th 
· Emails should now have been sent out identifying PIC representatives for each school. Many schools have not yet provided this information. 
10.  New Business
-Fundraising Opportunities - Darren noted that the school is seeking help, ideas, creativity to fundraiser for several school initiatives: *note* activities should not compete with food sharing project fundraising efforts
	Food Security Pantry
	Sponsors for music and sports tournaments
	Post-Secondary Legacy Fund
	Compensatory Funds for Students
Nicole Hondrich suggested making fundraising more visible and prominent in school day (i.e $5 option to support another student)
11. Adjournment – Stephanie adjourned the meeting  - Next Meeting November 18th in person KSS library
Actions and Discussions for upcoming meetings:
 Actions:
-Stephanie- will send out PRO Funding information
- Group – come to next meeting ideas for PRO Funding
- Group – share ideas or contact for fundraising efforts regarding item 10
Discussions:
-School Social Media Accts both Board and Student Lead (age restrictions for Vanier students)
-Class sizes and follow up on advocacy efforts from the group
-IB application process and policy 

 

