KSS School Council
Minutes of January 21, 2025 Mtg
Present:
· Stephanie Van Der Pryt, Chair
· Hamon, Parent
· Virginia Venditti, PIC Representative
· Catherine Nicol, Parent
· Charlene DeVries, Parent
· Mona Rahman, Parent
· Kolson Shunk, Student Council Representative
· Adrita Kar, Student Council Representative
· Darren Seymour, Principal 
· Chris Morrow, Vice-Principal

Regrets:
· Rob Switzer, Teacher, Dept. Head, Sarah Phinney (Secretary), Alison Bradshaw

	Item
	Discussion
	Action

	1. Welcome
	Stephanie welcomed everyone and called the meeting to order at 6:40 pm

	

	2. Land Acknowledgement

	Stephanie read the Land Acknowledgement
	

	3. Introductions Round Table
	All present introduced themselves and role with Council.

	

	4. Approval of Agenda
	Agenda accepted with the following additions:
· Fundraising Bingos (D. Seymour)
· Event – My Blue Print Parent/Guardian Session (D. Seymour)
· Action Against Islamophobia (M. Rahman)

	

	5. Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes

	Accepted as presented. Thank you. 
	




	Item
	Discussion
	Action

	6. Student Representative Update
	Kolson and Adrita shared the following updates:
· Activities reduced after holiday break as students preparing for Exams
· Student Council is preparing activities for Black History Month and Valentine’s Day
· Winter Send-Off activities for students in December were well received (such as karaoke, dances, student-teacher games, etc.)

	

	7. Tree of Warmth
	Stephanie and Darren shared the Tree of Warmth was well received. Many new and gently used items were donated. A small number of leftover items where provided to the school’s clothing racks & closets (both of which are for students in need to access). 

There is also a box at the main entrance of the school for donated items – boots, scarves, blankets, etc.  

	

	8. PRO Grant
	Stephanie provided written information on PRO Grant to all present with agenda. 

Deadline for application for $1000 is February 28, 2025. ($2,000 including Module Vanier).

Process: 
Ideas will be sought and gathered by Stephanie on behalf of Council and provided to Darren.  Darren will finalize application and submit.

Virginia, as PIC Rep, shared that both Vanier and KSS can apply either separately or as a combined school effort. 

Purpose:
Darren shared focus of the Grant is to support parent/guardian/caregiver engagement. Food can only account for 10% of total costs. 

Grant Info:
Information available on LDSB website – search “Ontario PRO Grant” for additional information – including what is and what is not eligible. 

Ideas discussed:  
· ideas can assist either the boarder school community or cohorts of school community (such as new immigrants).  
· Ideas with suggestions for presenters would be helpful 
· Bullying
· Social Media Safety
· AI (Artificial Intelligence)

Note: Darren shared that last year the School Council supported an evening focused on “My Blue Print software”. However, this was not eligible for PRO Grant funding as the only cost was food. 

	Action: 
Stephanie to send email to parents re: seeking ideas for PRO Grant

Action:
Parents to email Stephanie with ideas for grant. 

	9. Teacher Representative 
	Rob Switzer sent regrets.  Stephanie read his report as follows:

Students are completing "Final Summative Assessment Tasks" over the next two weeks.  In practice, there may be exams, projects, or combinations thereof.  For instance, in English courses, students will complete an in-clas writing task (often over two days), and a supervised reading Sight Passage in the examination block.

The Ministry of Education mandates that term work is worth 70 percent of a student's mark, and the FSAT (sometimes knows as the culminating activity or activities) is worth 30 percent of a student's mark.



	

	10. Principal’s Report
	1. Kale Clark passing
a. School established supports for staff and students for Mon Jan 6th; focus on Gr. 10 classes and both the music and drama intra-curricular clubs that Kale was a member of. 
b. Celebration of Life was held and a true celebration of Kale’s life. Was well attended by staff and students.
c. Students who knew Kale organized a day of remembrance at school and asked students to wear green which was Kale’s favourite colour. 
2. Return to school after Winter Break is quieter due to exams and end of semester preparations. Including planning for athletic mandated pause during exams. 
3. Gr. 12 students will be completing their university applications, which typically have a mid-January deadline. There were university presentations for students in the Fall of 2024.
4. Introduction of new atrium mural to be scheduled soon. KSS student Elija Ward’s mother produced the Indigenous art. There will be an unveiling and 3-minute video explaining the message of the mural and how it was created. 
5. KCVI Historical Flag – With the merging of two school communities (KCVI and QECVI) to form KSS, each respective school identified important/historical artifacts to be preserved. One such item is the 1st Canadian Flag used by KCVI.  This flag has now been restored and will be displayed within a glass case in the main hall of KSS with an information plaque.  This flag was first hung in 1965 at KCVI, so this hope is to unveil it again at KSS on close to this 60th anniversary. 
6. Exam Return Process – This year a slightly new process to return exams to students has been created. On Fri Feb 7th, students will attend 35-minute classes for their Semester 2 timetable in the morning and the attend 35-minute classes for their Semester 2 timetable. During the afternoon, students will review their marked exams or end of semester projects and have an opportunity to review these with the teacher and ask questions, etc. KSS will provide a deadline to all students for which they can appeal their final marks, prior to KSS submitting these to the Ministry of Education. 30% of a students mark is derived from end of semester exams/projects. This new process has been socialized with students and they will be reminded by teachers. 
7. Air Quality – Independent assessment found the air quality meets standards. The assessment was completed from an external source to ensure impartiality.
8. Safe Schools Communittee – The first meeting of a Safe School Committee is Thursday Jan 23rd. This is comprised of teacher, Board, and police representatives and seeks to review internal protocols and shared KSS/Board & Police protocols to identify opportunities for improvement. Note: LDSB is also sending a delegation of staff to an Annual Safe Schools 3-day conference. 
9. KSS Communications to School Community – Utilizing SMORE, Darren Seymour sent his second good news email today. This includes various events and activities undertaken by the Vanier and KSS schools. 
10. KSS Staffing Update - Congratulations to Ms. Morris-Peacock on her promotion to VP Frontenac Public School. She has been the Head of Student Services for several years and saw the merging of KCVI ad QECVI to build a strong positive school culture at KSS. She will be missed.  Ms. Amy Rose was the successful candidate for the role of Head of Student Services. Mr. Rose is taking a maternity leave shortly, and the Head of Student Services position was posted as a temporary, full-time position and the recruitment process is underway. 
	

	11. PIC
	Virginia reported she is the PIC representative at the Board level. 

1. PRO Grants – only 6 applications received so far. Virginia encouraged both Vanier and KSS to apply.
2. Art, Cultural and Parent Advisory is re-establishing its structure. Includes 8 members, one of which must be a youth aged 18-24. Chris Morrow also received an email about this Advisory group and has shared it with student body. 
3. Next mtg is Feb 6th with a focus on AI. Chris Morrow shared he would like to do an AI presentation to this School Council.
4. Virginia offered to share a template to assist with the By Laws that need to be completed for KSS and Vanier.  Virginia to share template with Stephanie and Darren.
	Action: 
Virginia to share School Council Bylaw template with Stephanie.

Action:
Stephanie and Darren to draft Bylaws. 

	12. Fundraising Bingo
	KSS has a bingo license with Treasure Chest Bingo, Bath Rd. Historically attendance at the KSS Bingos has been completed by one individual, however this arrangement now needs to change due to Ministry of Education and LDSB policies. 

Approximately $30k has been generated through the Bingos and this money, as per Bingo License, is to be used to support school athletics – both recreational and competitive. 

Kim James, Athletic Director, and Denis Asselstine, Adolescent Careworker, have assumed the responsibility to oversee the Bingo Coordinator role. 

Currently, 8 people are trained and have/will start doing Bingos.  Seeking additional people for the Bingo volunteer roster. 


	Stephanie to send a call-out for volunteers?  Darren, please verify

	13. My Blue Print Parent Event
	Stephanie talked about the successfulness of last year’s My Blue Print evening held for parents and students.  Darren shared that the week of Feb 17th (either Tues 18th or Thurs 20th) KSS will host an in-person evening for parents/guardians to learn about the My Blue Print software. 

Members decided that as this is the same week of the next planned School Council meeting, that the Council will cancel the February 18th mtg. 

	Action: Darren to select date with input from Student Services staff and communicate this event.  

Council will assist where Darren requires.

	14. Action Against Islamophobia
	Mona provided an update on work underway in our community to raise awareness against Islamophobia. Green square of fabric worn like a Remembrance Day poppy is a symbol of support for Muslims in our community. 

In the past KSS students have led a food drive to support local Food Banks – maybe Feb 20-May 20? Kingston recently declared a food security emergency. 

Campaign for either money or food donations for the Food Bank. 
	Action:
Mona to send updated information to Stephanie. 

Stephanie to share with Staff/School community.

	15. Next mtg
	March 18th 6:30pm
	

	16. Adjournment
	Stephanie adjourned the mtg at 8:05pm
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